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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY OF THE CITY OF JASPER 

SEPTEMBER 13, 2005 
 
 The Board of Public Works and Safety of the City of Jasper, Indiana, met in 
regular session on Tuesday, September 13, 2005 in the Council Chambers of City Hall 
located at 610 Main Street.   
 
CALL TO ORDER 
     Mayor William J. Schmitt who presided called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 
 Mayor William J. Schmitt   present 
 Board member Victor J. Knies                present 
 Board member Thomas R. Schmidt  present  
 
 Also present were Assistant Police Chief J. P. Weisheit, City Engineer Chad 
Hurm, Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle, Building Commissioner David Seger, 
Personnel/Safety Director Charles Schneider, Fire Chief Kenneth Hochgesang, City 
Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein and Clerk-Treasurer Juanita Boehm.  Police Chief 
Richard Gunselman was absent. 
 

Clerk-Treasurer Juanita Boehm announced that a majority of the board 
members must be present for a quorum.  All three of the board members were present; 
therefore, there was a quorum for the meeting.   

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

Mayor Schmitt invited all present to join him in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 The board members examined the minutes of the regular meeting held on  
August 23, 2005.  A motion was made by Victor Knies and seconded by Thomas 
Schmidt to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried 3-0.    
 

RIVERWALK – FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH 
 Gerald Dooley, 5770 Old State Road 45, Jasper, Co-Pastor of Fellowship 
Baptist Church, requested use of Shelter House #3 at the Riverwalk Plaza on Sunday, 
October 9, 2005 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. for a church service. 
 
 On motion by Victor Knies and seconded by Thomas Schmidt, approval was 
given to Fellowship Baptist Church to use Shelter House #3 at the Riverwalk Plaza on 
Sunday, October 9, 2005 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. for a church service.  Motion passed 
3-0. 
 

RIVERWALK – LIGHTHOUSE WORSHIP SERVICE 
 Robert Eckert, Assistant Pastor of the Lighthouse Worship Service, 505 ½ 
Main Street, and his wife, Suzanne, requested use of the Riverwalk Plaza area on 
Saturday, May 13, 2006 from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. for a Spring Fest.  The Eckerts 
explained that this would be a Christian Fellowship gathering consisting of Gospel 
groups, inspirational speakers, food booths, free carnival games and a bike show by 
Abate.  They said it would be open to the public.   
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Fire Chief Kenny Hochgesang said that an entertainment permit would have to 

be obtained from the State Fire Marshall’s Office and City Attorney Sandra 
Hemmerlein stated that they must meet the City’s liability insurance requirement.  
Mayor Schmitt recommended saving the date for the event and giving temporary 
approval.  Schmitt feels more definite details concerning the activities are needed 
before final approval should be given. 
 
 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt to 
reserve the date of Saturday, May 13, 2006 from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. for the Lighthouse 
Worship Service to use the Riverwalk Plaza area and contact the City about details 
before final approval.   Motion passed 3-0. 
 

FAIRWAY PARK SUBDIVISION SEVENTH ADDITION 
Phil Buehler, Brosmer Land Surveying, representing Streicher Construction, 

requested approval of a plat for a 2-lot subdivision known as Fairway Park Seventh 
Addition.  Mr. Buehler presented a map of the plat. 

 
A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt to 

approve the plat for the subdivision known as Fairway Park Seventh Addition.  
Motion passed 3-0.   
  

INDIANA HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT BAND COMPETITION 
 Assistant Police Chief J. P. Weisheit presented a list of street closings or 
restrictions for through traffic for the Indiana High School District Band Competition.     
Weisheit explained that the competition would take place on Saturday, October 1, 
2005 from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. and that the street closings are the same as in past years.   
 
1.  Second Street from east of Buehler’s Buy-Low to Clay St. will be closed. 
2.  W. Fifth St. from St. John to west of Scott Rolen Dr. will be closed for westbound        
traffic.  Eastbound traffic for parking will be allowed. 
3.  The parking lot at Sixth and St. John St. will be available for band parking only. 
4.  Parking will be allowed on W. Fifth St. where legally posted and also the lot 
behind Fifth St. School.  
5.  Schroeder Complex and Second St. will only be used for buses and band equipment 
vehicles. 
 
 A motion was made by Vic Knies and seconded by Mayor Schmitt to approve 
the street closings for the Indiana High School District Band Competition on Saturday, 
October 1, 2005 from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 

POLICE REPORTS 
Assistant Police Chief J. P. Weisheit presented to the board for its review the 

following reports.      
 
Jasper Police Department August Activity Report 
Jasper Police Department August Vehicle Maintenance Report 

 
 There followed some discussion about the high price of gas.  Assistant Police 
Chief Weisheit reported that the police department is making efforts to conserve gas. 
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TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF ALLEY 
 Mayor Schmitt read a letter from Tom Schroering, president of Tom 
Schroering Construction, Inc.  Mr. Schroering requested closing the alley between the 
Sturm Building and Late Nite's restaurant on the southeast corner of the Square for 
several weeks during wall repair.  Street Commissioner Eckerle reported that the street 
department will place barricades on both ends of the alley. 
 
 On motion by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Victor Knies, permission was 
given to Tom Schroering Construction, Inc. to close the alley between the Sturm 
Building and Late Nite's restaurant on the southeast corner of the Square for several 
weeks during wall repair.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 

COMPUTER FOR STREET DEPARTMENT 
 City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein publicly opened and read the following 
sealed quotes for a computer for the street department.   
 
    Supplier  Price 
    Dell   $1,510.44 
    Eck Mundy  $1,500.00 
    Matrix   $1,662.78 
 

Street Commissioner Raymie Eckerle explained that there is an urgency to 
replace the administrative assistant's computer because it is experiencing problems.  
He stated that the old computer would be put in the shop for the maintenance 
personnel and mechanics to access information, such as maintenance schedules, etc., 
and would have "read only" capabilities. 
 
 A motion was made by Victor Knies and seconded by Thomas Schmidt to 
accept the low quote of $1,500 from Eck Mundy for a computer on the condition that 
it meets all specifications.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 

HIGH WEED COMPLAINTS 
 Street Commissioner Raymie Eckerle reported for publication the names of 
property owners that had been cited under section 5.12.040, weed removal/ notice. 
The names and property locations receiving notice since the last meeting were as 
follows:  
 
Owner      Location of Lot 
J.P. Morgan Chase Bank  Maurice de St. Palais 4th Addn., 217 E. 13th St. 
 

REPORTS 
High School Band Competition – Street Commissioner Raymie Eckerle announced 
that the bands will be warming up in the parking lot between the street department and 
park and recreation buildings again this year.   
Funeral – Street Commissioner Eckerle reported that the street department would 
close the morning of Wednesday, September 14, 2005 for the funeral of employee, 
Ernest Ward.  He said Ernie had worked for the street department for 33 years. 
 

SIGNS – JASPER MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 Street Commissioner Raymie Eckerle reported that he had received a request 
from Jasper Middle School to erect two informational/directional signs along 



 4

Portersville Road.   The signs are needed to inform the public to park in the north 
parking lot for athletic events and larger attended events.  Eckerle presented two 
sample signs and said that a sign company would make the signs. 
 
 A motion was made by Thomas Schmidt and seconded by Victor Knies to 
approve the request by the Jasper Middle School to erect two informational/directional 
signs along Portersville Road.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 

SURPLUS CHIPPER 
 Street Commissioner Eckerle reported that he had recently attended the Indiana 
Department of Transportation (INDOT) Surplus Sale and with the Mayor’s 
permission, had placed a bid of $2,500 on a 1991 chipper.  He said the street 
department was awarded that bid.  He explained that after a severe storm earlier this 
year, the street department borrowed the electric department’s chipper to help with 
debris removal.  Eckerle added that the City could use a second chipper on a regular 
basis and could use it whenever the City receives major damage from severe storms.  
 
 On motion by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Victor Knies, approval was 
given to the purchase of a 1991 chipper at a cost of $2,500 from INDOT’s surplus.  
Motion passed 3-0. 
 
Traffic Signal – Street Commissioner Eckerle reported that since installation of the 
LED lights in May 2005 in the traffic signal at 3rd Avenue and Meridian Road, 
Kilowatt Hours have dropped from 736 per month to 103 per month.   
 

OLD SEWER JETTER TRUCK 
 Street Commissioner Raymie Eckerle requested permission to scrap the body 
portion of the old 1988 sewer jetter truck for scrap iron price.  Mayor Schmitt 
acknowledged that there was no value there.   
 
 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt to 
declare the portion of equipment from the sewer jetter as scrap and no longer useful 
and to permit the Street Commissioner to sell for scrap iron.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT 
 Street Commissioner Eckerle announced plans to place an advertisement in 
The Herald informing businesses and homeowners of the importance of cleaning up 
grass and weeds in the road curbs in front of their property.   Eckerle presented a 
sample advertisement to be used. 
 
Paving Update – Street Commissioner Eckerle gave a report on the paving projects. 
 

AIR PACKS – FEMA GRANT 
 Fire Chief Kenneth Hochgesang reported that the fire department had received 
notification that they had been awarded a grant for approximately $109,000.00 from 
Federal Emergency Management (FEMA) to be used for purchasing air packs and 
Rapid Intervention (RIT) kits.  He explained that the grant requires a 5% match, which 
will cost the Fire Department approximately $5,000.  Hochgesang requested 
permission to advertise to receive bids for this equipment.   
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 A motion was made by Victor Knies and seconded by Mayor Schmitt to allow 
the fire department to start the process of advertising for bids for air packs and RIT 
kits.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 

OPEN HOUSE 
 Fire Chief Kenneth Hochgesang announced plans to hold an Open House and 
dedication of the new fire truck at the downtown fire station on Sunday, October 2, 
2005 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.  He requested closing E. 6th Street in front of the station 
from noon to 4 p.m. in order to display the equipment on the street.  Hochgesang also 
reported that there would be a recognition of the Maurice Melchoir Family for their 
financial contribution to the City of Jasper towards the new fire truck.  
 
 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt to 
close off E. 6th Street in front of the fire station on Sunday, October 2, 2005 from noon 
until 4 p.m.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 

UNSAFE BUILDING ORDINANCE 
 City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein reported that she had filed a lien on the 
Burgdorf property for the demolition fees.  She said she had followed the City’s 
unsafe building ordinance and the State of Indiana’s unsafe building law during the 
condemnation process.  Hemmerlein recommended that the Board of Public Works 
and Safety recommend to the City Council to replace the City’s unsafe building 
ordinance which was adopted in 1973 with the State of Indiana’s unsafe building law. 
Hemmerlein said she feels the State law is a correct and fair process for the City to 
follow. 
 
 A motion was made by Victor Knies and seconded by Mayor Schmitt to 
recommend to the City Council to update the Unsafe Building ordinance by using the 
State Law.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 

UNIFORM CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein presented a Conflict of Interest Disclosure 

Statement from Jon A. Fleck, 419 E. SR Road 164, Jasper.  Mr. Fleck is a Jasper 
Police officer and is owner of Fleck Roofing, Inc., which has submitted a quote for 
some work at the Ruxer Golf Course Pro Shop.  

 
A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Victor Knies to 

accept the Conflict of Interest Disclosure Statement submitted by Jon A. Fleck.  
Motion carried 3-0. 
 

EASEMENT 
 City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein presented the following easement for 
acceptance and approval: 

Grant of Permanent Drainage Easement 
 
Riverside Plaza, LLC by Kenneth L. Sternberg, Manager -  Part of Lot No. 23 and 21 
in Bucharts Addition to the City of Jasper. 
 
 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt to 
approve and accept the easement as listed above.  Motion passed 3-0.   
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CLAIMS 
 Claims against the City from August 5, 2005 through September 8, 2005 were 
presented and examined by the board.  Those claims found to be just, due, and owing 
were approved upon motion by Thomas Schmidt and seconded by Victor Knies. 
Motion carried 3-0.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business to come before the board, a motion was made 
by Victor Knies and seconded by Thomas Schmidt to adjourn the meeting.  The 
motion carried 3-0 and the meeting adjourned at 9:15 a.m. 
 
 

     
  
______________________________ 

      Mayor William J. Schmitt 
         Presiding Officer  
Attest: 
 
______________________________ 
Juanita S. Boehm, Clerk-Treasurer 
  
Cynthia Kluemper, Recording Secretary 
 


